
CASTRO DEL RÍO:   SOCIO-ECONOMIC DESCRIPTION 

 

 

Castro del Río is a village located in the southeast of the province of Córdoba, at 42 km from the 

capital city Córdoba and along the river Guadajoz. The area of its municipal district is 219 square 

kilometres which includes the parish Llano del Espinar, at 19 km from Castro. 

The landscape of the countryside is formed mainly by olive  trees and cereal fields. Agriculture has 

been the main source of income in the village for centuries. 

 

POPULATION 

Nowadays, Castro del Rio  has a population of 7,834 inhabitants 3,889 are men and 3,945 are 

women. In the last 10 years the population of Castro del Rio has decreased  2.85%. The main cause 

for this  decrease beeing  the number of deaths surpassing the number of births by 46 people. The 

average age of the population is 44. 

The percentage of the population younger than 20 is (18.92%)  which is less than the population 

over 65  (19.82%). 

The number of foreigners is 218 (2.78% of the total), most of them come from Romania (56%). 

 

FACILITIES 

Being quite near to the city of Córdoba and to big villages like Baena or Montilla has had a negative 

consequence for Castro in the lack of facilities for leisure activities like leisure centres, theatre, 

cinemas, shops etc. 

Castro del Rio, together with the district of Llano del Espinar, has 4 nursery schools, 3 Primary 

Schools and 1 General Secondary School, where students can attend classes in Compulsory 

Secondary Education, Non- Compulsory Secondary Education, Vocational Training  and Adult 

Education. 

There is a public library, located in the centre of the village and  a Health Centre with a 24-hour 

service. 

There are five churches. 

 

ECONOMY 

The basis of economy in Castro del Rio is agriculture, as shown by the following data: 

 64% of the population are employed in agriculture, 

 23% in the service sector 

 8% in construction 

 5% in industry. 

 

AGRICULTURE 

 Agriculture is based mainly on wheat and olive groves. The area dedicated to wheat is 2,615 

hectares, being  120 of them  irrigated. 

The area dedicated to olive groves is 16,115 hectares, of which 1,192 are irrigated and 14,592 are 

unirrigated. These data show that currently more than 80% of the cultivated area in Castro del Río is 

dedicated to olive groves. 

Nowadays, vegetable gardens, one of the identifying features of Castro del Río in the past, have 

almost dissappeared our agricultural activity. 

 

STORES AND INDUSTRY 

 

The  largest number of stores in Castro  are retail trade and mechanical workshops. 

They are followed by the manufacturing and industry (oil, arts and crafts, seafood, cod ...), 

construction and bars and restaurants. 

 



 

EMPLOYMENT 

 In 2018, the average unemployment rate in Castro del Río was 19%,  women unemployment 

being higher than men’s . The largest number of unemployed people  is in  agriculture, construction 

and handicrafts, followed by technology and administrative employees. This unemployment rate is 

higher than the Spanish average, which is 14%, and lower than the average in the province of 

Córdoba, which is 23%. 

 

 

TOURISM AND ARTS AND CRAFTS 

 

Castro del Río has an important tourist potential due to its traditios and archeological remains: 

 

It was declared Andalusian Area  of Interest in Arts and Crafts in recognition to its importance   of 

its Arts and  Crafts, such as pottery, bulrush (seats of chairs made of straw) forging and olive wood 

furniture. The carving and production of olive wood pieces is particularly outstanding. 

Castro was also named “Villa Cervantina”  for its relationship with Miguel de Cervantes, who was 

in prison in the cellar  our townhall 

 

 

Remains  of Cultural Interest: 

 

The area of the city Walls (XII century) 

The Castle. (XIIth) 

The Barn (XVII century) 

 Ntra. Sra. de la Asunción Parish Church ( XIIIth). 

 Madre de Dios Church (1430). 

 Scala Coeli Convent  1657 (now museum) 

 Ntra. Sra. del Carmen ( XVIIth) (church and former convent) 

 Virgen de la Salud chapel (XVIIth). 

 Jesús Nazareno hurch  (XVIIIth ). 

 

Other Outstanding Buildings: 

Rooster Fighting Ring, built at the end of the 18th century it  is  the oldest still in use in Spain. It 

has been kept in use under specific rules as traditional Rooster Fighting is forbidden. 

Town Hall: residence of the Dukes of Medinacelli in the seventeenth century. 

Casa Mendoza: it was a remarkable palace  inhabited by a King’s mistress in the 16th century. 

 

Especially outstanding are the Archaeological sites Torre Paredones and Ategua: 

 

Torreparedones 

 It  is located at11 kilometres from Castro,. The oldest remains found date from the Copper Age, but 

it was during the Iberian and Roman periods when the site reached its period of maximum 

splendour.  Excavations started only 15 years ago. 

 

Ategua (Name of our High School) 

Ategua is a former Iberian, Roman and Arabian settlement. It is the place where the last battle 

between Julius Ceaser and the sons of Pompeyus took place, so it is the place where the Punic Wars 

ended. At Roman times it was one of the most important cities in Spain. This archaelogical site has 

never been excavated, so not much can be seen. 

 

Castro del Río is also included in two important tourist routes: 



Mozarabian Saint Jacobs Way (starting in North Africa and crossing Andalusia on the way to 

Santiago de Compostela) 

Route of the Caliphate, this route includes the most important landmarks from the Caliphate 

Empire and which goes from Córdoba and its Mosque to Granada and the Alhambra, passing 

villages like Castro and its Arabian castle. 

 

All this, together with some festivals and traditions, might constitute to our understanding an 

important possibility  of employment for young  people. However, this potential is not being 

exploited, as shown by the following data: 

There are only 2 privately owned hostels and one hostel for pilgrims run by the townhall. The 

number of places in these accommodations is very small. This hotel offer is insufficient if we want 

tourism to be a source of wealth and employment in Castro. 

We have a large number of bars and restaurants, but only one of them offers daily menus and there 

is no offer of typical dishes. This would be another weak point. 

Young people are mainly highly educated,  but there is no interest in starting up businesses that 

would allow this potential to be exploited. Young people prefer to look for jobs somewhere else in 

Spain or  even abroad. 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The main factors that facilitate economic development are: 

 

Olive oil as a product of quality and recognised prestige. 

Good geographical situation. 

Availability of industrial land. 

Fast and close access to goods transport routes. 

Potential for touristic development. 

Public and private stakeholders for the development of Entrepreneurship 

 

The main obstacles for  economic development are: 

Low level of education and entrepreneurial spirit among the population that stays to live in the 

village. 

Excessive weight of the inactive population. 

Low family income. 

Excessive dependence on   olive groves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


