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The Azores (Açores in Portuguese) officially the Autonomous Region of the Azores (Região 

Autónoma dos Açores), is an autonomous region of Portugal . It is an archipelago composed of 

nine volcanic islands in the North Atlantic Ocean about 1,360 km (850 mi) west of 

continental Portugal, about 1,643 km (1,021 mi) west of Lisbon, in continental Portugal, about 

1,507 km (936 mi) northwest of  Morocco, and about 1,925 km (1,196 mi) southeast 

of Newfoundland, Canada. 

Its main industries are agriculture, dairy farming, livestock, fishing, and tourism, which is becoming 

the major service activity in the region. In addition, the government of the Azores employs a large 

percentage of the population directly or indirectly in the service and tertiary sectors. The largest city 

of the Azores is Ponta Delgada, in São Miguel island. 

There are nine major Azorean islands and an islet cluster, in three main groups. These 

are Flores and Corvo, to the west; Graciosa, Terceira, São Jorge, Pico, and Faial in the centre; and São 

Miguel, Santa Maria, and the Formigas Reef to the east. They extend for more than 600 km (370 mi) 

and lie in a northwest-southeast direction. 

All the islands have volcanic origins, although some, such as Santa Maria, have had no recorded 

activity since the islands were settled. Mount Pico, on the island of Pico, is the highest point in 

Portugal, at 2,351 m (7,713 ft). If measured from their base at the bottom of the ocean to their peaks, 

which thrust high above the surface of the Atlantic, the Azores are actually some of the tallest 

mountains on the planet. 

The climate of the Azores is very mild for such a northerly location, being influenced by its distance 

from the continents and by the passing Gulf Stream. Due to the marine influence, temperatures 
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remain mild year-round. Daytime temperatures normally fluctuate between 16 °C (61 °F) and 25 °C 

(77 °F) depending on season.  Temperatures above 30 °C (86 °F) or below 3 °C (37 °F) are unknown 

in the major population centers. It is also generally wet and cloudy. 

The culture, dialect, cuisine, and traditions of the Azorean islands vary considerably, because these 

once-uninhabited and remote islands were settled sporadically over a span of two centuries. 

Weather 

Located in the temperate area of the Northern Hemisphere, the Azores are characterized by their 

mild climate throughout the year. Clouds and rain are a possibility any time of the year, although the 

summer months – between June and September/October – have longer periods of sunshine and 

higher temperatures. The average air temperature ranges between 13.6°C (minimum) and 22°C 

(maximum) throughout the whole year. The percentage of relative humidity is very high. It may reach 

100%!!! 

TERCEIRA  

 

 

The second most populated island of the Azores, with 56,437 inhabitants (2011 data), Terceira island 

is 401.9 sq. km, with 30.1 km long and 17.6 km at its maximum width. It is the easternmost island of 

the five that form the central group and is the nearest one of São Jorge island, 37.9 km away. The 

highest point of the island (1,021 meters high) is located inland at Serra de Santa Bárbara, at 

38°43’47’’ latitude north and 27°19’11’’ longitude west. 

 



 

 

Angra do Heroísmo

 
 Angra do Heroísmo is located in the southern part of Terceira Island. The city historical 

center is a UNESCO World Heritage site since 1983. Surrounding the natural bay near the city is an 

extinct volcano with beautiful views of the city and nearby villages. The strategic location in the 

middle of northern Atlantic Ocean was an obligatory port of call from the 15th century until the 

advent of the steamship in the 19th century. 

USEFUL INFORMATION 

Clothing 

Be prepared to experience all the seasons every single day. Whenever you go inland or to the sea, 

you’ll need a sweater and/or a coat. 

We recommend casual clothing: 

T-shirts,  

Jeans, 

Sweatshirt / coat, 

Raincoat or windbreaker, if rain or wind upsets you, 

Comfortable shoes, 

Swimsuit (eventually beach towel), if you want to go for a swim. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terceira_Island


 

 

General information 

The Azores is a peaceful place; we have very low crime rates. 

There’s no risk of tropical diseases therefore there are no required vaccines.  

Azoreans are welcoming and cheerful. Many people can understand and speak English. 

The majority of the population is Roman Catholic.  

Tap water is good so there’s no need to buy bottled water.  

There are ATMs all over the place.  

Most shops take debit and credit cards; however, restaurants usually don’t take credit cards. 

There are pharmacies all over, but you should bring your own medicine. Some medicine must be 

prescribed by a doctor and won’t be sold without prescription.  

Business hours: usually 9am-18pm, lunch: 12-13h30. 

Restaurants serve lunch from 12h to 15h and dinner from 19h to 22h. 

International telephone code: +351 or 00351. 

Emergency number (free of charge): 112 

 

                          Escola Secundária Jerónimo Emiliano de Andrade  

Escola Secundária Jerónimo Emiliano de Andrade (ESJEA) is a public school created in 1844. 

 It is located in the historical center of Angra do Heroísmo, UNESCO World Heritage site, surrounding 

a natural bay near an extinct volcano, on Terceira island, one of the Azores Archipelago islands, in 

the middle of northern Atlantic Ocean, which is an autonomous region of Portugal. 

There are around 1300 students enrolled, from 7th to 12th forms, with an age range from 12 to 18 

years old and also night classes for adults. 

Our school is one of the 10 000 educational institutions from 182 countries that are part of UNESCO 

Associated Schools Project Network that work in support of international understanding, peace, 

intercultural dialogue, sustainable development and quality education in practice. 

With a staff of 152 experienced teachers, highly motivated, with education, didactics and pedagogy 

degrees, ESJEA has been the choice for students that have immigrated to our island. Our Curriculum 

offers classes of Portuguese as a Second Language. This school has welcomed immigrants from 

Eastern Europe, former African Portuguese colonies and those who had emigrated to the USA and 

Canada have returned home. There are also students with special needs included in regular classes 

which are helped by a special needs teacher and they also attend individual tutoring classes. 



 

 

This school has had students participating in successful projects in eTwinning, Comenius and Youth 

in Action partnerships, and has extracurricular activities that encourages them to become 

environmentally responsible like (ECO-Escolas), promoting gender equality (EQUAL), preventing 

discrimination amongst teenagers and bullying, raising interest for science and math (Particle Physics 

Masterclasses, CanSat, Olympiads of Physics, Astronomy, Geology, Math and Chemistry), cinema, 

sports, nature and politics (Euroscola and Youth Parliament).  

The last Comenius project (2013-2015) with students’ mobilities was very successful (Project 

Reference: EST-2013-1-ES1-COM06-73667), entitled Sustainable Islands, because it was 

distinguished as a success story and a good practice example by the European Commission, on their 

work about reflecting and cooperating on the three pillars of sustainability (society, economy and 

environment) through four practical axes from an island perspective (water, waste, food sovereignty 

and transports), so that a better integration within the EU could be achieved. The partners were from 

6 european islands, Cyprus, Marie Galante (Guadeloupe, France), Iceland, Sardinia (Italy), Terceira 

(Azores, Portugal) and Gran Canaria (Canary Islands, Spain) and island’s identity (opposite to 

mainland’s identity) arose as an important subject to deal with. 

This year, our school represented Azores and Portugal, in Strasbourg, at the Euroscola Parliament 

Meeting, where students of the 28 EU Member States get together to take the floor in plenary and 

committee sessions to debate and vote on resolutions on current affairs, all the while practicing their 

language skills and making friends with fellow students from across Europe.  

The school is a teachers’ training center and organizes lifelong training courses for local teachers, so 

many of the teachers are trainers and willing to share knowledge and helping others.  

The school and its teachers are open to new teaching practices and eager to implement a European 

dimension in our school. 
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